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BACKGROUND

There are 400 different languages spoken by students in U.S. public schools and many
schools serve students speaking a wide variety of languages.
(Source: US Department of Education)

During the 2022-2023 school year, English Language Learners in NYC public schools (the
nation’s largest school district) communicated in 150 languages other than English.
(Source: NYC Public Schools Division of Multilingual Learners)

2023 WORLD LANGUAGES SURVEY

To better understand the need for books to support bilingual learners, in Nov-Dec 2023
First Book surveyed our members regarding their need for books in other languages.

SURVEY FINDINGS

Approximately 3,500 members participated in the survey.

o Books in Spanish was the top need; requested 3x more often than the 2nd needed
language.

e Books in Arabic was the 2nd most requested language.

were the 3rd most requested languages, followed by Korean, Tagalog, Cantonese,
Hmong and 125+ additional languages.

e Books in Mandarin, Russian, Viethamese, French, Haitian Creole, and Portuguese

Formats: The top requested format was for bilingual picture books, followed by single
language beginning readers books, single language chapter books, single language picture
books, and single language board books.

FIRST BOOK RESPONSE

In response to educator needs, in 2024 First Book launched the World Languages category
on the First Book Marketplace. This collection includes bilingual picture book bundles in
19 languages.

“Having books in languages other than English can benefit students and their families by promoting
cultural diversity, fostering multilingualism, and enhancing overall language skills. It helps students connect
with their heritage, improves language proficiency, and encourages a more inclusive learning environment.

Additionally, it facilitates better communication between students, parents, and educators, promoting a
richer understanding of diverse perspectives.”
— First Book Member


https://www.ed.gov/datastory/el-characteristics/index.html#:~:text=In%20total%2C%20ELs%20in%20U.S.,speak%20over%20400%20different%20languages.
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/2022-23-ell-demographics-at-a-glance.pdf

