


FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

X

FIRST BOOKS'S PRIMARY PURPOSE IS REMOVING BARRIERS TO EDUCATIONAL EQUITY BY
PROVIDING NEEDY CHILDREN AND THEIR EDUCATORS NEW, AGE APPROPRIATE BOOKS AND
RESOURCE MATERIALS THAT THEY WOULD NOT OTHERWISE HAVE AVAILABLE TO THEM.

X

X

130,346,749 2,797,053
FIRST BOOK HAS DISTRIBUTED MILLIONS OF NEW BOOKS TO LOW-INCOME AND
EDUCATIONALLY AT-RISK CHILDREN PARTICIPATING IN SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY BASED
LITERACY PROGRAMS IN CITIES, TOWNS AND COUNTIES NATIONWIDE. FIRST BOOK HAS
THREE NATIONAL OUTREACH PROGRAMS MAKING AGE-APPROPRIATE NEW BOOKS AVAILABLE
TO EDUCATORS AND CAREGIVERS SERVING NEEDY CHILDREN.

N/A

N/A

130,346,749



If “Yes,”

complete Schedule A

Schedule B, Schedule of Contributors 

If “Yes,” complete Schedule C, Part I

If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part II

If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part III

If

“Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part I

If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part II

If “Yes,”

complete Schedule D, Part III

If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part IV

If “Yes,” complete

Schedule D, Parts XI and XII

If “Yes,” complete Schedule E

If “Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts II and IV

If “Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts III and IV

If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part V

If "Yes,"

complete Schedule D, Part VI

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part VII

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part VIII

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part IX

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part X

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part X

"Yes," and if the organization answered "No" to line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts XI and XII is optional

 If

If “Yes,” complete Schedule G, Part I 

If "Yes," complete Schedule G, Part II

If "Yes," complete Schedule G, Part III

If “Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts I and IV

If “Yes,” complete Schedule H

If “Yes,” complete Schedule I, Parts I and II

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

X
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X
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X
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 (continued)

If

"Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part IV

If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part IV

If

“Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part IV

 If “Yes,” complete Schedule M

If “Yes,” complete Schedule M

If “Yes,” complete Schedule N, Part I

If "Yes,"

complete Schedule N, Part II

If “Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part I

If “Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part II, III,

or IV, and Part V, line 1

If “Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2

If “Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part VI

If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part I

through 24d and complete Schedule K. If “No,” go to line 25a

If “Yes,” answer lines 24b

If “Yes,” complete Schedule I, Parts I and III

If "Yes," complete Schedule J

If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part I

If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part III

If “Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2

If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part II

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606
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X

X

X

X
X

X
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X

X

X
X

X

X

X
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 (continued)

e-file 

If “No” to line 3b, provide an explanation on Schedule O

If "No," provide an explanation on Schedule O

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

107
X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X
X
X
X

X

X
X

X

X

X



For each "Yes" response to lines 2 through 7b below, and for a "No"
response to line 8a, 8b, or 10b below, describe the circumstances, processes, or changes on Schedule O. See instructions.

If “Yes,” provide the names and addresses on Schedule O

(This Section B requests information about policies not required by the Internal Revenue Code.)

If “No,” go to line 13

If “Yes,”

describe in Schedule O how this was done

(explain on Schedule O)

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

X

9

8

X

X
X
X
X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X
X

X
X

X

AL,AR,CA,FL,GA,HI,IL,KS,KY,MD,MA,MI,MN

X X X

FIRST BOOK 1319 F STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON DC 20004 202-393-1222



em
ployee

H
ighest com

pensated

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

KYLE ZIMMER

CEO/DIRECTOR
40.00
0.00 X X 213,358 0 38,909

DANIEL STOKES

CAO ADMINISTRATIVE
40.00
0.00 X 205,082 0 31,909

CHRIS STINE

SVP
40.00
0.00 X 191,358 0 21,334

CAREY PALMQUIST

SVP
40.00
0.00 X 179,991 0 19,797

BECKI LAST

SVP
40.00
0.00 X 183,262 0 12,362

LISA HERLING

VP
40.00
0.00 X 131,774 0 10,028

JANE ROBINSON

CFO
40.00
0.00 X 106,566 0 34,559

KATHERINE DEAN

IT DIRECTOR
40.00
0.00 X 119,162 0 12,510

PAULA NEIRA

VP
40.00
0.00 X 123,167 0 7,399

CHRISTA EVANS

VP
40.00
0.00 X 121,437 0 5,299

KISHA DIMBO

SVP
40.00
0.00 X 114,543 0 9,559



(continued)

If “Yes,” complete Schedule J for such individual

If “Yes,” complete Schedule J for such
individual

If “Yes,” complete Schedule J for such person

(A)
Name and business address Description of services

(B) (C)
Compensation

em
ployee

H
ighest com

pensated

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

(12) DR. MARTHA BERNADETT
1.00

ACTING CHAIR 0.00 X 0 0 0
(13) CHRISTOPHER CERF

1.00
DIRECTOR 0.00 X 0 0 0
(14) LIBBY DOGGETT

1.00
DIRECTOR 0.00 X 0 0 0
(15) KATHY FRANKLIN

1.00
DIRECTOR 0.00 X 0 0 0
(16) DEBBIE HUBLEY OZANUS

1.00
DIRECTOR 0.00 X 0 0 0
(17) KAREN KEHELA SHERWOOD

1.00
DIRECTOR 0.00 X 0 0 0
(18) ARTIE STARRS

1.00
DIRECTOR 0.00 X 0 0 0
(19) PAUL WHETSELL

1.00
DIRECTOR 0.00 X 0 0 0

1,689,700 203,665

1,689,700 203,665

12

X

X

X

M&M SERVICE CENTER PO BOX 70349
NEWARK NJ 07101 RENT 676,854
PEPPERCOMM LLC 470 PARK AVE S 5TH FL N
NEW YORK NY 10016 CONSULTING 140,516
COASTACLOUD LLC 1 HAMMOCK BEACH PARKWAY STE 200
PALM COAST FL 32137 IT SERVICES 140,210
GOLD GROUP CONSULTING LLC 1273 MIRA VISTA LANE
DELRAY BEACH FL 33446 CONSULTING 133,000
MARILYNN G JACOBS 71 MOUNTAINVIEW RD
MILLBURN NJ 07041 CONSULTING 113,662

5



Government grants (contributions)

All other contributions, gifts, grants,
and similar amounts not included above

Noncash contributions included in lines 1a-1f

Pr
og

ra
m

 S
er

vi
ce

Less: rental expenses

Rental inc. or (loss)

Gross amount from
sales of assets
other than inventory

Less: cost or other

basis and sales exps.

Gross income from fundraising events
(not including
of contributions reported on line 1c).
See Part IV, line 18

Gross income from gaming activities.
See Part IV, line 19

Business Code

R
ev

en
ue

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

113,527,184
97,508,390

113,527,184

FIRST BOOK MARKETPLACE SALES 13,390,354 13,390,354

13,390,354

1,674 1,674

77,045

74,539
2,506

2,506 2,506

CURRENCY EXCHANGE 25,325 25,325

25,325
126,947,043 13,415,679 0 4,180



Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations must complete all columns. All other organizations must complete column (A).

Do not include amounts reported on lines 6b,
7b, 8b, 9b, and 10b of Part VIII.

Grants and other assistance to domestic organizations

and domestic governments. See Part IV, line 21

Grants and other assistance to foreign
organizations, foreign governments, and foreign
individuals. See Part IV, lines 15 and 16

Compensation not included above to disqualified
persons (as defined under section 4958(f)(1)) and
persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B)

Pension plan accruals and contributions (include
section 401(k) and 403(b) employer contributions)

Professional fundraising services. See Part IV, line 17

Other. (If line 11g amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column

Other expenses. Itemize expenses not covered
above (List miscellaneous expenses on line 24e. If
line 24e amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column
(A) amount, list line 24e expenses on Schedule O.)

Total functional expenses. Add lines 1 through 24e

fundraising solicitation. Check here if

organization reported in column (B) joint costs
from a combined educational campaign and

following SOP 98-2 (ASC 958-720)

Joint costs. Complete this line only if the

(A) amount, list line 11g expenses on Schedule O.)

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

229,683 229,683

2,567,370 2,567,370

1,079,618 515,057 433,307 131,254

5,383,968 3,970,017 813,684 600,267

39,058 27,103 7,535 4,420
552,863 383,632 106,661 62,570
454,302 315,240 87,646 51,416

298 298
93,288 93,288

1,442,097 1,214,343 172,060 55,694
264,597 132,299 132,298
791,738 556,846 232,192 2,700
645,111 446,711 125,542 72,858

741,201 514,319 142,997 83,885
43,321 30,061 8,357 4,903

12,912 8,960 2,491 1,461
11,027 11,027

57,310 57,310
76,631 76,631

PRG EXP - DONATED BOOKS 101,663,861 101,663,861
PRG EXP - BOOKS 12,282,579 12,282,579
PRG EXP - SHIPPING 3,503,801 3,444,416 29,693 29,692
PRG EXP - WAREHOUSING 1,989,159 1,989,159

55,093 55,093
133,980,886 130,346,749 2,400,719 1,233,418



FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

3,040,229 3,624,579

2,192,837 2,284,737

37,130,978 30,384,816
236,274 421,489

284,083
179,787 140,743 104,296

25,851 52,805

16,667 13,823

42,783,579 36,886,545
3,820,415 3,162,404

106,017
888,929

420,973

480,664 1,701,511
4,722,052 5,858,861

X

35,925,473 29,222,648
2,136,054 1,805,036

38,061,527 31,027,684
42,783,579 36,886,545



FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

126,947,043
133,980,886
-7,033,843
38,061,527

31,027,684

X

X

X

X

X

X



(Form 990 or 990-EZ)

document?
listed in your governing
(iv) Is the organization

www.irs.gov/Form990

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

X



Public support. Subtract line 5 from line 4

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) 

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) 

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

130,822,916 100,621,383 88,470,542 83,822,752 113,527,184 517,264,777

130,822,916 100,621,383 88,470,542 83,822,752 113,527,184 517,264,777

313,712,130
203,552,647

130,822,916 100,621,383 88,470,542 83,822,752 113,527,184 517,264,777

2,095 1,182 2,590 7,160 4,180 17,207

27,556 6,347 31,452 7,302 25,325 97,982

517,379,966

39,181,971

39.34

44.54

X



unrelated trade or business under section 513

Gifts, grants, contributions, and membership fees

received. (Do not include any "unusual grants.")

Gross receipts from admissions, merchandise
sold or services performed, or facilities
furnished in any activity that is related to the

Gross receipts from activities that are not an

organization’s tax-exempt purpose

Amounts included on lines 2 and 3
received from other than disqualified
persons that exceed the greater of $5,000
or 1% of the amount on line 13 for the year

royalties, and income from similar sources
payments received on securities loans, rents,
Gross income from interest, dividends,

Net income from unrelated business
activities not included in line 10b, whether
or not the business is regularly carried on

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) 

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) 

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606



If "No," describe in Part VI how the supported organizations are designated. If designated by 

class or purpose, describe the designation. If historic and continuing relationship, explain.

If "Yes," explain in Part VI how the organization determined that the supported

organization was described in section 509(a)(1) or (2).

If "Yes," answer

lines 3b and 3c below.

If "Yes," describe in Part VI when and how the

organization made the determination.

If "Yes," explain in Part VI what controls the organization put in place to ensure such use.
If

"Yes," and if you checked 12a or 12b in Part I, answer (b) and (c) below.

If "Yes," describe in Part VI how the organization had such control and discretion

despite being controlled or supervised by or in connection with its supported organizations.

If "Yes," explain in Part VI what controls the organization used

to ensure that all support to the foreign supported organization was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B) 

purposes.

If "Yes,"

answer lines 5b and 5c below (if applicable). Also, provide detail in Part VI, including (i) the names and EIN

numbers of the supported organizations added, substituted, or removed; (ii) the reasons for each such action;

(iii) the authority under the organization's organizing document authorizing such action; and (iv) how the action

was accomplished (such as by amendment to the organizing document).

If "Yes," provide detail in Part VI.

If “Yes,” complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ).

If "Yes," complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ).

If “Yes,” provide detail in Part VI.

If "Yes," provide detail in Part VI.

If "Yes," provide detail in Part VI.

If "Yes," answer line 10b below.

(Use Schedule C, Form 4720, to 

determine whether the organization had excess business holdings.)

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606



(continued)

supported organizations and what conditions or restrictions, if any, applied to such powers during the tax year.

organization, describe how the powers to appoint and/or remove officers, directors, or trustees were allocated among the

effectively operated, supervised, or controlled the organization’s activities. If the organization had more than one supported

If “No,” describe in Part VI how the supported organization(s)

detail in Part VI.

If "Yes," explain in Part 

VI how providing such benefit carried out the purposes of the supported organization(s) that operated, 

supervised, or controlled the supporting organization.

If "No," describe in Part VI how control

or management of the supporting organization was vested in the same persons that controlled or managed 

the supported organization(s).

the organization maintained a close and continuous working relationship with the supported organization(s).

If "No," explain in Part VI how

supported organizations played in this regard.

If "Yes," describe in Part VI the role the organization’s

Check the box next to the method that the organization used to satisfy the Integral Part Test during the year (see instructions).

Complete line 2 below.

Complete line 3 below.

Describe in Part VI how you supported a governmental entity (see instructions).

Answer lines 2a and 2b below.

If "Yes," then in Part VI identify 

those supported organizations and explain how these activities directly furthered their exempt purposes, 

how the organization was responsive to those supported organizations, and how the organization determined 

that these activities constituted substantially all of its activities.

Part VI the reasons for the organization’s position that its supported organization(s) would have engaged in

these activities but for the organization’s involvement.

Answer lines 3a and 3b below.

If “Yes” or “No,” provide details in Part VI.

If "Yes," describe in Part VI the role played by the organization in this regard.

If “Yes” to line 11a, 11b, or 11c, provide

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606



explain in Part VI

(explain in detail in Part VI)

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606



 (continued)

provide details in Part VI

describe in Part VI

provide details in Part VI

explain in Part VI

explain in Part VI

explain in

Part VI

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606



FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

PART II, LINE 10 - OTHER INCOME DETAIL

CURRENCY EXCHANGE                    $      97,982



www.irs.gov/Form990

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606



 (continued)

(Column (d) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (B), line 10c.)

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

284,083 179,787 104,296

104,296



 (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) line 12.) 

 (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) line 13.) 

 (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) line 15.)

 (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) line 25.) 

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

PPP LOAN 1,486,900
ACCRUED EXPENSES 214,611

1,701,511



 (This must equal Form 990, Part I, line 12.)

 (This must equal Form 990, Part I, line 18.)

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

126,958,593

11,550

11,550
126,947,043

126,947,043

133,992,436

11,550

11,550
133,980,886

133,980,886



(continued)
FIRST BOOK 52-1779606



www.irs.gov/Form990 

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

X

AFRICA
GRANTS TO RECIPIENTSBOOKS TO CHILDREN 26,634

NORTH AMERICA
GRANTS TO RECIPIENTSBOOKS TO CHILDREN 2,499,090

EUROPE
GRANTS TO RECIPIENTSBOOKS TO CHILDREN 14,872

SOUTH AMERICA
GRANTS TO RECIPIENTSBOOKS TO CHILDREN 9,910

MIDDLE EAST
GRANTS TO RECIPIENTSBOOKS TO CHILDREN 16,864

2,567,370

2,567,370
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If

If “Yes,”

If “Yes,”

If “Yes,” the organization may

If “Yes,”

the organization may be required to file Form 926, Return by a U.S. Transferor of Property to a Foreign

Corporation (see Instructions for Form 926)

be required to separately file Form 3520, Annual Return To Report Transactions With Foreign Trusts and

Receipt of Certain Foreign Gifts, and/or Form 3520-A, Annual Information Return of Foreign Trust With a

U.S. Owner (see Instructions for Forms 3520 and 3520-A; don't file with Form 990)

the organization may be required to file Form 5471, Information Return of U.S. Persons With Respect to

Certain Foreign Corporations (see Instructions for Form 5471)

If “Yes,” the organization may be required to file Form 8621,

Information Return by a Shareholder of a Passive Foreign Investment Company or Qualified Electing 

Fund (see Instructions for Form 8621)

the organization may be required to file Form 8865, Return of U.S. Persons With Respect to Certain

Foreign Partnerships (see Instructions for Form 8865)

“Yes,” the organization may be required to separately file Form 5713, International Boycott Report (see

Instructions for Form 5713; don't file with Form 990)

FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

X

X

X

X

X

X



FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

PART I, LINE 2 - PROCEDURES FOR MONITORING THE USE OF GRANT FUNDS

FIRST BOOK STAYS INVOLVED WITH AND RECEIVES REPORTING FROM THE

ORGANIZATIONS TO MAKE SURE THE DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS IS IN LINE WITH ITS

MISSION TO PROVIDE BOOKS TO NEEDY CHILDREN.

PART I, LINE 3 - ACTIVITIES PER REGION

REGION                                    EXPENDITURES  INVESTMENTS

AFRICA                                   $      26,634 $           0

NORTH AMERICA                            $   2,499,090 $           0

EUROPE                                   $      14,872 $           0

SOUTH AMERICA                            $       9,910 $           0

MIDDLE EAST                              $      16,864 $           0

PART V - ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

NON MONETARY BOOK GRANTS AND EXPENDITURES ARE REPORTED BASED ON THE FAIR

MARKET VALUE USED TO ACCOUNT FOR THEM ON FIRST BOOKS FINANCIAL STATEMENTS.

CASH DONATIONS WERE PROVIDED TO HELP FOREIGN ORGANIZATION OBTAIN AND

DELIVER BOOKS TO CHILDREN.
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FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

FORM 990, PART III, LINE 4D - ALL OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

FIRST BOOK HAS DISTRIBUTED MILLIONS OF NEW BOOKS TO LOW-INCOME AND

EDUCATIONALLY AT-RISK CHILDREN PARTICIPATING IN SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY BASED

LITERACY PROGRAMS IN CITIES, TOWNS AND COUNTIES NATIONWIDE. FIRST BOOK HAS

THREE NATIONAL OUTREACH PROGRAMS MAKING AGE-APPROPRIATE NEW BOOKS AVAILABLE

TO EDUCATORS AND CAREGIVERS SERVING KIDS IN NEED.

FORM 990, PART VI, LINE 11B - ORGANIZATION'S PROCESS TO REVIEW FORM 990

FORM 990 IS DISTRIBUTED TO BOARD MEMBERS FOR THEIR CONSIDERATION BEFORE IT

IS SIGNED AND FILED.

FORM 990, PART VI, LINE 12C - ENFORCEMENT OF CONFLICTS POLICY

AT LEAST ANNUALLY, THE BOARD REVIEWS THE POLICY AND MONITORS ANY POTENTIAL

CONFLICT OF INTEREST.

FORM 990, PART VI, LINE 15A - COMPENSATION PROCESS FOR TOP OFFICIAL

A COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD REVIEWS AND APPROVES THE COMPENSATION PACKAGES OF

THE ORGANIZATIONS CEO, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND OTHER TOP MANAGEMENT. FACTORS

TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT INCLUDE COMPARABLE COMPENSATION PACKAGES FOR OTHER

NON-PROFITS, THE COST OF LIVING, TENURE OF THE EMPLOYEE AND THEIR

PERFORMANCE AS WELL AS THE ECONOMIC REALITY OF FIRST BOOK'S FINANCIAL

CONDITION.

FORM 990, PART VI, LINE 15B - COMPENSATION PROCESS FOR OFFICERS

A COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD REVIEWS AND APPROVES THE COMPENSATION PACKAGES OF



FIRST BOOK 52-1779606

THE ORGANIZATIONS OFFICERS AND KEY EMPLOYEES. FACTORS TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT

INCLUDE COMPARABLE COMPENSATION PACKAGES FOR OTHER NON-PROFITS, THE COST OF

LIVING, TENURE OF THE EMPLOYEE AND THEIR PERFORMANCE AS WELL AS THE

ECONOMIC REALITY OF FIRST BOOK'S FINANCIAL CONDITION.

FORM 990, PART VI, LINE 17 - OTHER STATES WHERE COPY OF RETURN IS FILED

MISSISSIPPI, NEW HAMPSHIRE, NEW JERSEY, NEW MEXICO, NEW YORK,

NORTH CAROLINA, OREGON, PENNSYLVANIA, RHODE ISLAND, SOUTH CAROLINA,

TENNESSEE, UTAH, VIRGINIA, WISCONSIN, WEST VIRGINIA

FORM 990, PART VI, LINE 19 - GOVERNING DOCUMENTS DISCLOSURE EXPLANATION

GOVERNING DOCUMENTS, POLICIES AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS ARE AVAILABLE UPON

REQUEST.
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