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(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math). This calendar

T H E For the 2026-2027 school year, First Book is celebrating STEAM l\

H dered why the first
celebrates STEAM subjects and careers and the many scientists, ave you everwondered why the 1irs

: . - L month of the year is called January?
engineers, artists, and mathematicians whose contributions have . .
. Discover fun facts about the origins of each
changed our world for the better. Throughout the calendar, you will ,
. . ) month’s name as you explore the calendar!
find themed months, religious observances, dates with cultural and

historical significance, and STEAM-related events and celebrations. , .
Here’s your first fun fact:

Be sure to visit firstbook.org/us/marketplace/free-resources for The modern Gregorian calendar is based
terials to hel lebrate STEAM with tudent on the Roman calendar. The Roman
‘ L E N DA more matenals o help you celebrate with your students calendar had 12 months, but the first two

all year long!
y 9 were unnamed. What we now call January
and February was a nameless period when

Download a digital version of this calendar at . , .
the government and military weren’t active.

https://info.firstbook.org/DiversityCal2627
if you'd like to share it with a friend or access
the linked content.

Follow us online year-round on @firstbookorg o @firstbook 0 @firstbook ~’
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To download this calendar and other free resources, visit firstbook.org/us/marketplace/free-resources.

AUGUST

August is National Back to School
Month! It's time to meet new teachers,

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

A\

August was named in

Sunday Monday

NATIONAL

American lawyer

NATIONAL NATIONAL

get to know new classrooms, and
make new friends. Help students
with this transition by building a

sense of belonging, encouraging

friendships, and co-creating classroom
expectations.

TRY THIS!

4 Start the year with kindness

and empathy! Use the expert-
informed strategies in

Empathy in Action: How to

Create Welcoming Learning
Environments to teach

prosocial behavior and meet
the needs of every learner.
The Friendship Bingo game
on p. 8 is a great activity for
back-to-school.

Explore First Book’s
Community Platform!

Our groundbreaking digital
destination connects First Book
members to authors, experts,
and partners committed to
supporting children in low-
income communities. We offer
interactive author appearances,
virtual field trips, workshops,
webinars, and more!

BACKTO

Francis Scott Key was

WELLNESS IMMUNIZATION honor of Roman Emperor born on this day in 1779.
SCHOOL Augustus in 8 BC. The He is known for writing
MONTH LT R SR
Banner.
majestic.
Isabel Allende was
born on this day in 1942. Barack H. Obama, Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson, :r:i)rligﬁrggilhtaer: José M. Hernandez
Allende is a Chilean the 44th and first an inventor and physicist, filmmaker, and ’ a Mexic-an Americar;
writer whose stories African American was born on this day : g )
and combine myth and United States, first Black woman to known for his pbp art 1962. In 2009, he spent
historical events. She was born on this receive a Ph.D. A : g
has sold more than day in 1961, trom MIT. and iconic images. 14 days in space.
75 million books.
Bon Festival c N;va_:_io“:latitl))n National Liberation
Book Lovers Day Frances “Poppy” The Perseid meteor (Feast of Lanterns) ode lalkers Day Day of Korea
is a time to celebrate Narthcutt was born on h is acti | (13th - 16th) In 1942, the U.S. celebrates the end of the
B this day in 1943. She shower is active yearly . . Marines recruited
books and reading. from mid-July to late is a Japanese Buddhist ; . decades-long Japanese
Ask students to share worked for NASA and the Al t. Watch for thi custom that honors the Navajo men (o fransmit occupation of Korea.
f N moon'’s “Crater Poppy” ugust. Vateh for this - B messages in a code . N
their favorite book PPy ’ k shoot spirits of one’s ancestors Itis the only holiday
: is named for her. year slpea S °_° Ing based on the Navajo .
with the class. star display tonight. and has been celebrated lanquaae during WWII celebrated in both
for over 500 years. guag 9 North & South Korea.
combat operations.
National National
National Percy Jackson—of the Aviation Day Radio Day
Percy Jackson and the . X In the U.S.. the first
Tell a Joke Day Olympians Series—was | “as established in 1939 commercial radio station
. t excuse to born on this day. The by President Roosevelt, ! g
y ? %rte: day with series has sold over 180 who chose Orville was established in 1920
s 'Ia ed lay h million copies worldwide Wright's birthday for in Detroit. Radio’s C?olden
smiles and laughter. . the occasion. Age was the late '20s
through the early '50s.
Pluto Demoted Day
t)
recognizes when Pluto P . WOT!le" S
was downgraded from a Eid Milad Un Nabi Equality Day
full-sized to a dwarf planet. is the Muslim holiday commemorates the
marking the birth of 1920 adoption of the
30 31 Mu’}agmlez ?”d 1 19th Amendment,
celebrated from f
. . . . which gave women
National Grief r!athnal sundown to sundown. the right to vote.
Awareness Day Trail Mix Day

*Note: Islamic holidays follow the lunar calendar and therefore do not fall on the same dates each year.
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SEPTEMBER

Welcoming Week (September 10th —
19th) is a reminder to make sure all
students, including those new to the
school or country, feel welcome.

TRY THIS!

4+ Visit the Welcoming Schools
& Communities and Immigrant

and Refugee Experiences

sections on the First Book
Marketplace for books to
help you build inclusive and
representative libraries.

With International Literacy Day and
National Read a Book Day happening
this month, it's the perfect time

to explore the many high-quality,
low-cost books on the First Book
Marketplace. We have you covered no
matter what genre, reading level, or
price point you’re looking for.

TRY THIS!

4 Shop one of our popular
categories:

Supporting Reluctant Readers
Award Winners

Graphic Novels & Comics
World Languages

Sunday Monday

ATTENDANCE
AWARENESS
MONTH

National Read
a Book Day

is the perfect day to
have students select
a book from their

A\

September, the
seventh month of the
original Roman calendar,
comes from the Latin
word septem, which
means “seven.”!

Labor Day

is an annual tribute
to the contributions of
all workers toward the
strength and prosperity

To download this calendar and other free resources, visit firstbook.org/us/marketplace/free-resources.

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

International
Literacy Day

was established by
UNESCO to promote

4

Los Angeles was
founded in 1781 by
Spaniards, Latinos,

Afro Latinos, and
indigenous people.

L.A. currently has one
of the largest Latine
populations in the U.S.

Saturday

National
Hummingbird Day
They are the only
birds capable of
backwards and
upside-down flight.

9

Ed Dwight, the country’s
first Black astronaut
candidate, was born

on this day in 1933. In
May 2024, at age 90,

10

Welcoming Week
(10th - 19th)
is a time to make
sure all students

11
September 11th

became the
National Day of
Service under the 2009
Serve America Act and

12

Rosh Hashanah
(11th - 13th)
The Jewish New Year
begins at sundown on
September 11th. It marks

literacy as a matter of feel wel commemorates the ! !
classroom or — 1 he became the oldest eel welcome the first of the Jewish
school library. ofthe U.S. dignity and human rights. person to go to space. and valued. September 11, 2001, High Holy Days.*
terrorist attacks. :
National Voter
Pope Leo XIV Registration Day The United States .
ot ' - Constitution International
the first pope from the . > Red Panda B D
US, was born today in International was signed on ed Panda bear Day
1955. Pope Leo is from Dot Day September 17, 1787, is a time to learn about
Chicago and speaks is a global creativity festabllshllnfg "t]t? endangered species and
six languages. celebration inspired by et what we can do to help.
the picture book The Dot nation's government.
by Peter Reynolds.
International
lomKopur | WeskolheDear | NtloralPOlien | wematonsty | gjopat | NainalCoi
of Sign Languages Book Day Serena Williams,

is the holiest day of the

year in Judaism and is
also known as the
Day of Atonement.*

Launched in 1958, this
week highlights the
cultural contributions of
members of the deaf
community and promotes
human rights.

(21st - 27th)

is a time to think about
pollution prevention
measures and
take action.

is the time to celebrate
the language and culture
of deaf people and sign
language users.

27

28

29

Michaelangelo da
Caravaggio, an lItalian
Baroque painter, was

born on this day in 1571.
He mastered the use
of light and shadow
in his work.

Elie Wiesel, 30
a Romanian-born
American writer was born
this day in 1928. His most
famous book, Night, is
based on his experiences
as a Jewish prisoner in
concentration camps
in Nazi Germany. He
was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1986.

Punctuation Day

is a time to celebrate
the small marks that
make a big difference!

HISPANIC
HERITAGE
MONTH

(September 15 —
October 15)

is a time to honor the
art, stories, and
creators of
comic books.

KINSHIP CARE
AWARENESS
MONTH

*Note: Islamic and Jewish holidays follow the lunar calendar and therefore do not fall on the same dates each year.
"The modern Gregorian calendar evolved from the Roman calendar, which did not have names for the first two months of the year.
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one of the greatest
tennis players of all time,
was born on this
day in 1981.

NATIONAL
LITERACY
MONTH

\
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OCTOBER

Make a Difference Day is the perfect
day to focus on your students as
changemakers. We offer a robust
collection of changemaking educational
resources for all ages and abilities.

TRY THIS!

4+ New to changemaking?

The Introductory Guide is
changemaking 101.

Need inspiration? The Inspiring

Young Changemakers video
series features real students

making a difference.

Want short and simple?
Changemakers Start Here:
15 Minute Activities for K-12
offers short, engaging learning
experiences that are easy to
integrate into any classroom or
program.

National Bullying Prevention Month is
time to take action on this important
issue and the effects of bullying on the
students you serve.

TRY THIS!

4 Shop the Kindness and
Compassion section on the

Marketplace for books that
teach empathy and validate
feelings and experiences.

Sunday

LEARNING

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

ITALIAN

To download this calendar and other free resources, visit firstbook.org/us/marketplace/free-resources.

BULLYING

A\

October, the

Katalin Karik6 and
Drew Weissman

Saturday

DISABILITIES AMERICAN PREVENTION _eighth month of the received the Nobel Prize
AWARENESS HERITAGE original Roman calendar, in medicine on this day in
MONTH comes from the 2023 for their work on the
MONTH MONTH Latin word octo, Covid-19 mRNA vaccine.
which means “eight.”
Banned Books Week Do Something R L. Stine, author of John Lennon was born
i Mad Hatter Day the children’s book ¢ : World Mental
(4th - 10th) Nice Day ) ) series Goosebumps on this day in 1940. Health Day
Is an annual event Is a day to Isreaagrj\z'zt:e ?;1;0 was bom taday in 1943. fe was g founding is a time to focus on
celebrating the freedom perform small acts Wonderany Goosebumps is the member of the Beatles, tonal and
to read and free access that brighten vonaeriar second bestselling book which many consider emotional an
to information. someone else’s day. with students. series in history. the #1 band of all time. mental health.
National .
Coming Out Day Indigenous Earth Sciences Week National . National
is a day to celebrate Peoples’ Day (11th - 17th) Fossil Day Dictionary Day
coming ogt as LGBTQ+ is a day to celebrate is time to celebrate is an opportunity honors the birthday
and discuss the the cultures, traditions, our planet and what to learn about what of Noah Webster,
challenges and triumphs and contributions science has taught fossils have been the ‘father of the
experienced in different of indigenous people. us about the Earth. found in your state. American dictionary.’
cultural settings.
National National Day International International
Cheml:trg “I’fek on Writing Pronouns Day Stuttering Make a
) (st - th) is a day to celebrate seeks to make Awareness Day Difference Day
raises pul_)llc awareness all forms of writing respecting, sharing, was designated to raise
of the importance and recognize the and educating about awareness about an
of chemlstry in importance of the personal pronouns issue that affects millions
everyday life. written word. commonplace. of people worldwide.
Dia de los Muertos/
Dr. Gladys Mae West, Jonas Salk was born Day of the Dead

born on this day in
1930, is known for
mathematical modeling
that contributed to
GPS technology.

on this date in 1914.
He developed the first
effective polio vaccine,
a major breakthrough

in public health.

(31st - November 2nd)

is a Mexican holiday that
honors deceased friends
and family members with
celebrations and prayers.

"PACER stands for Parent Advocacy Coalition for Educational Rights
2The modern Gregorian calendar evolved from the Roman calendar, which did not have names for the first two months of the year.
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NOVEMBER

November 8 is STEM/STEAM Day!
First Book offers expert-informed
resources designed to inspire kids

to explore the innovative world of
science, technology, engineering, art,
and math.

TRY THIS!

4 Shop the STEM Activities
section on the Marketplace for
hands-on kits and projects.

Inspire your students with
videos from the STEM Defines

Our Future playlist.

Make learning fun and creative
with highly rated Build the
Change course packs and
challenges from The LEGO
Group.

Explore past Build the
Change virtual events

so you and your students

can learn all about climate
change, sustainability, and the
environment!

To download this calendar and other free resources, visit firstbook.org/us/marketplace/free-resources.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
. Marie Curie (born 1867)
. . : Dalip Singh Saund ¥ L
National Family Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Xatlonal Strgss was elected fo was a Polish physicist
Literacy Day a women’s rights activist, wareness Lay represent California and ghemlst. She was
kicks off a month-long was born on this day in is an opportunity to in the U.S. House of the first woman to win
celebration of the 1815. She organized reflect on the sources Representatives in 1956, a Nobel Prize, the first
importance of families the first women’s rights of physical and mental becoming the first Asian PeLSOhn to \AI/ln twice,
reading together. convention in 1848. stress and how we American to serve and tl e only person
can manage them. in Congress. t(.) win mltwo
scientific fields.
. Veterans Da
aw:'g(-jv};ih:ir:; r;c?rr;ss, ‘gorl? Sgence isaU.S. hoIidaY/ . French painter Claude
STEM/STEAM DAY was born on this day ay for Peace honoring military World Kindness Day Monet F:he “Father of
in 1914. She invented is a time to reflect veterans and is also is a day to celebrate Imp’ressionism,"
frequency hopping, on the many ways celebrated internationally good deeds and commit was born on this
Diwali® atype of wireless science can help as Armistice Day, or to acts of kindness. day in 1840.
iwali technology used in WiFi, solve global Remembrance Day,
Bluetooth, and GPS. challenges. commemorating the end
of World War | in 1918.
International Day Transgender Day
Georgia O’Keefe was for Tolerance + A o :
born on this day in 1887, LGBTQ+ STEM Day Children’s Grief of Remembrance
O’Keefe is known for her was founded by the celebrates lesbian, gay, Awareness Day raises awareness of
L £l q United Nations to bisexual, transgender, is a reminder to give i i
paintings of flowers an promote respect for y o ar 9 the continued violence
New Mexico landscapes. A e and queer+ people in grieving students the endured by the
various religions, STEM fields. support they need i
languages. and . transgender community.
cultures.
International Day .
for the Elimination National
World Evolution Day | of Violence against B Nal‘_lt“’?t Am(i;lcan Red Planet Day
commemorates the Women Thanksgiving eritage Day commemorates
1851 publication was designated by the celebrates the many the launch of
of Darwin’s UN in 1960 after the cultures, traditions, Spacecraft Mariner 4
On the Origin assassination of the and contributions of to explore Mars.
of Species. Mirabal sisters, political Native Americans.
activists in the
Dominican Republic.

Missouri native
Mark Twain, the
“Father of American
Literature,” was born
on this day in 1835.

A\

November, the ninth
month of the original
Roman calendar,
comes from the Latin
word novem, which
means “nine.”’

NATIONAL
FAMILY

LITERACY
MONTH

AMERICAN INDIAN &
ALASKA NATIVE
HERITAGE MONTH

*Note: Hindu holidays follow the lunisolar calendar and therefore do not fall on the same dates each year.
"The modern Gregorian calendar evolved from the Roman calendar, which did not have names for the first two months of the year.
S Diwali is the Hindu, Jain, and Sikh festival of lights and celebrates the triumph of light over dark and knowledge over ignorance.
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NATIONAL
VETERANS

AND MILITARY

FAMILIES
MONTH

\


http://firstbook.org/us/marketplace/free-resources
http://www.fbmarketplace.org/free-resources?utm_source=eng&utm_medium=other&utm_campaign=diversity&utm_id=+&utm_content=cultural_calendar_2021
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https://www.fbmarketplace.org/build-the-change
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DECEMBER

December kicks off with National
Special Education Day and
International Day of Persons with
Disabilities. Take time this month to
promote inclusivity and accessibility in
your classroom or program, and make
sure all students have the tools they
need to succeed.

TRY THIS!

4 Find books to encourage all
learners to love reading in the
High Interest/Low
Reading Level section on the
Marketplace.

Provide windows and

mirrors* for all students by
sharing stories from the
Neurodivergent & Disabled
Characters & Culture section
on the Marketplace.

Invite a person with a disability
to your school or program to
talk about their life.

* Dr. Rudine Sims Bishop introduced these concepts
in her groundbreaking article “Mirrors, Windows, and
Sliding Glass Doors” (Bishop, 1990).

Sunday

UNIVERSAL
HUMAN
RIGHTS
MONTH

December, the tenth
month of the original
Roman calendar,
comes from the Latin
word decem, which
means “ten.”!

To download this calendar and other free resources, visit firstbook.org/us/marketplace/free-resources.

Tuesday

1
World AIDS Day

is an international day
dedicated to raising
awareness of the
prevention and treatment
of HIV and AIDS, and
mourning those
who have died
of the disease.

Wednesday
2

National Special
Education Day

commemorates
the Individuals with
Disabilities Education
Act, signed by
President Ford
in 1975.

Thursday
3

International Day
of Persons with
Disabilities
is a UN holiday that

promotes the integration

of persons with
disabilities in all areas
of political, economic,

and cultural life.

Hanukkah
(4th - 12th)
is the 8-day Jewish
“festival of lights,”
celebrating a victory over
foreign rulers by sharing
food, games, gifts, and
lighting the menorah.*

Saturday

Walt Disney, the
American animator
and founder of
The Walt Disney
Company, was born
in Chicago on this
day in 1901.

*Note: Jewish holidays follow the lunisolar calendar and therefore do not fall on the same dates each year.
"The modern Gregorian calendar evolved from the Roman calendar, which did not have names for the first two months of the year.

Computer Science Bodhi Day
Education Week is a Buddhist hol Computer Science
y day A . ) )
(7th - 11th) commemorating the Education Week Human Rights Day Dtljonne W?]r_wg:k was
: day that the historical 7th - 11th commemorates the orn on this day in
raises awareness of the Bzddha Siddhartha . ( ) United Nation’s 1940. She was the first
educational and career | "0 (Shakyamuni), | 'aIses awareness of the 1948 adoption African American female
oppsor:rt]m::lte; :(\:/izlr:a;l:e n experienced ' edur;tathpal and _fa!;:eer of the Universal artist to perform for the
P ' enlightenment, also OPP:O;n;‘: :(\:Iizlniee in Declaration of Queen of England.
known as bodhi in P : Human Rights.
Pearl Harbor Day Sanskrit and Pali.
. . In 1865, the 13th
Natlonal Bill of Amendment outlawing
Rights Day slavery in the U.S.
celebrates the first was officially adopted
10 amendments to into the Constitution,
the U.S. Constitution 246_ years after the first
that protect individual Africans were brought
freedoms. to Jamestown,
Virginia, in 1619.
Jean-Michel Basquiat, Kwanzaa
Yule Winter Solstice an influential artist of Madam C.J. Walker (26th - Jan. 1st)
is the shortest day of the Hfj'te'zgeiﬁv'::i’;?n'?;]a” (b. 1867) developed a Christmas is a 7-day celebration of
year and is celebrated this day in 1960. The Iin_e of cosmetics and is an annual Christian Afrl(éan r)tent_?r?e,hml{léure,
by Pagans and children’s book Radiant hair care products fo_r celebration of the birth and unity. The holiday
Wiccans. A solstice is an Child: The Story of Black women, becoming of Jesus Christ. gets its name from the
astronomical event that | Artist Ji r};w hey | the first female self-made phrase matunda ya
happens twice each year. oung Artist Jean-liche millionaire in America. kwanza, meaning
Basquiat, by Javaka “first fruits” in Swahili.
Steptoe, is about his life.
Selma Burke
(b. 1900) was an
African American artist
known for sculptures of ART AND
Martin Luther King Jr.
and President Franklin ARCHITECTURE
Roosevelt. MONTH
New Year’s Eve
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JANUARY

Happy New Year! Start the year
with service, creativity, and play!

January is Creativity Month, and

International LEGO Day is on the 28th.

TRY THIS!

4+ Make learning fun with LEGO’s

Build the Change course

packs and challenges. No
bricks needed!

Shop the Creativity section on

the Marketplace for books that
inspire and entertain.

Select toys and activities to
encourage critical thinking and
creativity in the Activities
section of the Marketplace.

Celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and others who have worked for civil
rights through activism and service.

TRY THIS!

4+ Explore First Book’s collection
of books on Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. and others who have
worked to support civil rights.

Inspire your students as
changemakers using these

Time for Change resources.

Sunday Monday

CREATIVITY
MONTH

J.R.R. Tolkien,
philologist and author
of The Hobbit and
The Lord of the Rings,
was born on this
day in 1892.

MENTAL
WELLNESS

MONTH

4
World Braille Day

is observed on inventor
Louis Braille’s birthday to
raise awareness of the
importance of braille as a
means of communication
for blind and partially
sighted people.

To download this calendar and other free resources, visit firstbook.org/us/marketplace/free-resources.

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

A\

The Emancipation
Proclamation was issued

2

10

17

World Religion Day

encourages interfaith
understanding and
asks people worldwide
to recognize that all
religions have common
spiritual goals.

24
National
Compliment Day

Say something nice!

National
Backward Day
(YAD DRAWKCAB
LANOITAN)

11

Founding Father
Alexander Hamilton
was born on this day.
Historians are unsure
whether he was born in
1755 or 1757. He has his
own Broadway musical!

18

MLK Jr. Day
of Service
honors Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.’s
legacy through
community service.

25

Opposite Day
Encourage kids to
have fun doing things
in a different way!

by Abraham Lincoln on Nati_on_al Science
MENTORING January was named this day in 1863, freeing Fiction Day
MONTH ST TS, 1 REET enslaved people held in is celebrated on
god of beginnings and Confederate states. the birthdate of
transitions. science fiction writer
Ellis Island Isaac Asimov.
opened in 1892.
i Zora Neale Hurston, . .
_Epiphany or i National Static
Dia de los Reyes author, anthropologist, il
(Three Kings Day) and key figure of the Electricity Day
) o Harlem Renaissance, is a day dedicated to
is a Christian holy day was born on this day the electric charge
that recognizes the visit in 1891. Her most phenomenon and
of the three wise men famous book is learning about why
to the baby J'esu‘s Their Eyes Were it happens.
12 days after his birth. Watching God.
John Singer Sargent, ) :
born on this day in 1856, Lin Manuel eran(:ja,
was an ltalian-born creator of the musical
American painter Hamilton, was born on
known for portraits this day in 1980.
and landscapes.
On this day in 1809, ) .
Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin,
Edgar_AIIen Poe was b his day in 1930 Elizabeth Blackwell
born in Boston. His om on this day in J >
stories are widely is a former astronaut became the flrst woman
considered the who was one of the to earn a medllcal degree
foundation of modern first to walk on in the U.S. in 1849.
detective fiction. the Moon.
International International .
Environmental Holocaust National Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Education Da Remembrance Day . Puzzle Day the 32nd US President,
v International was born on this day

is a chance to educate
students about
environmental issues.

is a day to honor victims

of the Holocaust and to

work toward preventing
future genocides.

LEGO Day

is the perfect day to
exercise students’ brains
with a crossword, jigsaw,
or Sudoku puzzle.

in 1882. He is the only
president to serve
more than two terms.
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FEBRUARY

Sunday

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
3 4

Monday Tuesday
2

February is Black History Month and
also features Black Children’s Book
Week and National Book Giving Day.
It's time to read books, gift books, and
celebrate the history, achievements,

and contributions of African Americans.

TRY THIS!

4+ Explore the Black History and
Black Characters & Cultures
sections for books that feature
diverse Black experiences.

Use digital learning resources
from the National Museum of

African American History &
Culture that feature stories

and objects that illuminate the
African American experience.

Help your elementary students
learn about the science and
social significance of skin tone
and the importance of positive
racial identity with the identity
charts and art activities in
Colorful Conversations.

BLACK
HISTORY

MONTH

7

National Periodic
Table Day

celebrates the modern
periodic table, where
elements are organized
according to their
atomic number.

14

National Book
Giving Day

is a day to celebrate

reading by gifting
someone a book.
Shop the
First Book
Marketplace!

21
International Mother
Language Day
promotes awareness of
linguistic and cultural
diversity and celebrates
multilingualism.

National
Engineers Week
(21st - 27th)

28

Black Children’s
Book Week

(28th - March é6th)

World Hijab Day

recognizes the millions of
Muslim girls and women
who choose to wear
the hijab and promotes
religious freedom for all.

Groundhog Day is based
on the folklore that if a
groundhog emerges on
this day and sees its
shadow, there will be 6
more weeks of winter.

On this day in 1870,

the 15th Amendment
to the US Constitution

was ratified, giving
African American men

the right to vote.

Rosa Parks,
named one of the most
influential people in the

20th century by Time
magazine and best
known for her role in the
1955 Montgomery Bus

Lunar New Year

is China’s most important

holiday, and celebrations
last 15 days. The

Chinese zodiac sign for

Boycott, was born 2027 is the goat.
vx:’;ll:i'g:f on this day in 1913,
(surfm::ﬂm) International Day On this day in 1909,
Mardi Gras of Women and Girls | the National Association
i th-I Islami i i
Iosbzenr]voarIionocr;?eSrzz::; is a festive day of in Science forfthe l/-\dvar;cem?ent
the first revelation of the parades, music, and is a day to work for of Colored People
: X celebration before gender equity in (NAACP) was formed
Quran and includes strict ; : by W.E.B. Du Bois
fasting observed from the start of Lent. science education | I)?/, W il . hi :
sunrise to sunset.* and scientific fields. da B. Wells, and others.
Presidents Day In 1942, President
is the third Monday ) Rl?_m:jom AcI;s of Franklin D. Roosevelt National Student
of February. Itis a Innovation Day indness Day .authorlzeld the Volunteer Day
day to honor all is a time to celebrate is a global celebration incarceration or Encourage students
US presidents creativity, advancements encouraging small, deportation of over t heir ti d
- ) & ) . . 110,000 Japanese 0 use their time an
and achievements intentional acts of L g talents to help th
- : Kindness. Americans by issuing alents to help the
Ni Dav’ Executive Order 9066 community.
iIrvana Day during World War I1.
George Washington Tell a Fairy Tale Day
was born on this W.E.B. DuBois, is a time to honor the

day in 1732. National
Engineers Week is
celebrated around this
day because many
consider him the first
U.S. engineer.

born on this day in 1868,
was an American
historian, author,
and civil rights activist.
He co-founded
the NAACP.

history and power of
fairy tales from cultures
around the world.

Black Lives
Matter Day

A\

February is believed
to stem from Februa,
an ancient festival
dedicated to ritual
springtime cleaning
and washing.

*Note: Islamic holidays follow the lunar calendar and therefore do not fall on the same dates each year.

$The Buddhist holy day that celebrates the day Buddha achieved nirvana—the final goal of Buddhism—upon the death of his physical body.
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MARCH

The Pura Belpré Award was established

in 1996 in honor of librarian Pura Belpré.

It is presented to a Latino/Latina writer
whose work celebrates Latino cultural
experiences.

TRY THIS!

4+ Explore Pura Belpré Award
winners and other books

featuring Latino Characters
& Cultures on the First Book
Marketplace.

Shop the Spanish and

Bilingual Children’s Books
section for engaging books to

support literacy at home and in
the classroom.

March 14 is Pi Day! It's the perfect
time to discuss how math improves
our lives. Remind students that STEM
careers are for everyone!

TRY THIS!

4 Use First Book’s Critical
Thinking in Math for tips
that help students move
beyond memorization and rote
application.

4 Shop the First Book Marketplace
for affordable STEAM books
that celebrate the exciting and
diverse world of math.

Sunday

To download this calendar and other free resources, visit firstbook.org/us/marketplace/free-resources.

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Michelangelo,

s World - i
WOMEN S Compliment Da In 1917, Puerto World Wildlife Day renowned ltalian
p y Rico became a U.S Global D painter and sculptor,
HISTORY founded . e is a day to raise obal Day .
was founded on territory, and its citizens ; f the Engi was born today in 1475.
MONTH this day in 2001 were extended U.S. awareness about issues ofthe Engineer His masterpieces
in the Netherlands. citizenship. that impact wildiife. include the ceiling of
Spread positivity! the Sistine Chapel.
International Nati :
. . ational Harriet
Women’s Day Eid al-Fitr Tubman Day
Amanda Gorman, : (9th - 10th)
t and activist is a day to celebrate honors a courageous Plant a
apoet and activist, the social, economic, is one of the most abolitionist who died
was bgm on cultural, and political significant Muslim on this day in 1913 Flower Day
this day in 1998. achievements of women, holidays, marking the As a former slave :
and a call for gender end of Ramadan.” her birthday is unkno,wn
parity worldwide. :
Nowruz/
The Ides of March Freedom’s Journal, . World Sleep Day Persian New Year
is a qood day to the first African Global Recycling Day is a day to loam (20th - 21st)
intrOd?JCe stugems ?ﬂi:cﬁnsnexass?if;r St. Patrick’s Day is a day to think about about the importance is a day of joy,
to the Roman Empire ublisﬁe.d’ on this what we throw out, of sleep and adjust our celebration, and renewal.
and Julius Caesar. P day in 1827 recycle, and reuse. nighttime routines to Itis held annually
ay in . improve our well-being. on the spring equinox.
International Day .
International World Water Day of Remembrance National
Day of Forests of the Victims of Sandra Day O'Connor Scribble Day
y was born on this ) )
is time to celebrate Holi* Slavery and the day in 1930. She is a reminder that
and raise awareness (21st - 22nd) Transatlantic was the first female art and creativity
about the importance T ) Slave Trade Supreme Court justice. can start with a
of forests. is a Hindu spring . simple scribble.
festival that celebrates honors the victims
colors and love.* of the slave trade.
Eacter The Emmett Till International ’ﬂ\
) . Antilynching Act was Transgender MUS'C IN NAT'ONAL
is a sacred and widely . . . Dav of Visibilit: March was named for
L signed into law in 2022, . . Yy ')
observed Christian National Pencil Day Mars, the Roman god OUR SCHOOLS READING

holiday that celebrates
the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead.*

making lynching a

federal hate crime

for the first time in
U.S. history.

celebrates the
contributions and lives
of transgender people
worldwide.

of war, because March
was when military
campaigns resumed
after the winter.

MONTH

*Note: These Muslim and Hindu holidays follow the lunar and lunisolar calendars and therefore do not fall on the same dates each year.

MONTH
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APRIL

April is a month for book lovers! It’s
National Poetry and School Library
Month and also includes International
Children’s Book Day (2nd), National
Library Week (11th-17th), National Tell
a Story Day (27th), and Children’s Day/
Book Day (30th).

TRY THIS!

4 Shop the First Book

Marketplace, including
popular genres and formats

like poetry, graphic novels
and comics, and world

languages.

Use First Book’s free resources
for tips on how to use books in

the classroom: Using Books

to Teach Empathy and Using
Books to Teach Critical

Thinking Skills.

Learn how to optimize your
classroom or program library
with the Literacy Rich
Classroom Library Checklist:
An Assessment Tool for

Equity.

Sunday Monday

NATIONAL

SCHOOL

To download this calendar and other free resources, visit firstbook.org/us/marketplace/free-resources.

Tuesday

NATIONAL
ARAB

A\

April is thought to derive

2
International
Children’s Book Day

is a great excuse to

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

shop the First Book National
POETRY LIBRARY AMERICAN from the Latin word N
MONTH MONTH Hermace  PEgiea Qpcetiy  Rainbow Day
open,” a reference to the :
MONTH blooming of flowers. R
World Autism
Acceptance Day
National School 5 6 7 8 9 10
Librarian Day
recognizes the Star Trek First Day of (No) Silence
rofessionals who curate Contact Da . ;
iooks and programming tact Day National Student World Health Day is a day lo spread
in school libraries commemorates the Athlete Day promotes global awareness about the
_ fictional first encounter health and well-being effects of the bullying
Global Good between humans for everyone. and harassment of
Deeds Day and Vulcans. LGBTQ+ students.
is a day to unite,
volunteer, and #DoGood.
Drop Everything The Sor]gkran o
. and Read Day Festival Leonlardo da Vinci,
National o } 13th - 15th! a painter, sculptor, Selena Quintanilla-Pérez,
Library Week coincides with author (13t 5th) architect, scientist, “The Queen of Tejano
(11th <17th) Beverly Cleary’s birtlhday marks the Tha_l inventor, and engineer, Music,” was born
and promot_es a nathnal New Year and is was born on this on this day in 1971.
focus on silent reading celebrated by a day in 1452.
for all ages. three-day water fight.
Passover
(21st - 29th)
is a Jewish holiday .Earth Day (;lgrlﬁ:::%l;tvl"
World that celebrates the is an annual (23rd - 25th) World
Heritage Day liberation from slavery celebration to promote N Veterinary Day
in ancient Egypt.* environmental protection mobilizes youth
across the world. worldwide to improve
- their communities
World Creativity through service.
and Innovation Day
National DNA Day National Tell a World Wish Day AUTISM
Story Dai i Children’s D
marks the 74th y Day National marks the founding ildren’s Day/
anniversary of the is a time to share Superhero Day of the Make-A-Wish Book Day ACCEPTANCE

discovery of DNA's
double helix in 1953.

stories passed down
in your family or to
write your own.

Foundation and honors
their life-changing work.

*Note: These Jewish and Christian holidays do not fall on the same dates each year.

MONTH
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MAY

Yom HaShoah commemorates the
Warsaw Ghetto uprising (1943) and is
the day the Jewish community honors

the 6 million Jews killed in the Holocaust.

TRY THIS!

4+ Getting Started Guide:

Teaching About the Holocaust
(7th-12th grades) was created

with the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum and offers
guidelines, lessons, survivor
testimony, and more.

On Teacher Appreciation Day —

and every day! — THANK YOU for
everything you do to champion and
educate our nation’s children and youth.

TRY THIS!

4 Explore our free First Book
Accelerator resources for
tools and resources to support
you throughout the year.

Spread the word! Encourage

colleagues working with low-
income children and youth to

join First Book!

Explore First Book’s
Community Platform to
meet other educators and
book lovers!

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

ASIAN AMERICAN
& NATIVE HAWAIIAN/
PACIFIC ISLANDER
HERITAGE MONTH

To download this calendar and other free resources, visit firstbook.org/us/marketplace/free-resources.

JEWISH

AMERICAN

HERITAGE
MONTH

NATIONAL
INVENTORS
MONTH

A\

May was named for
the Roman goddess
Maia. She was a
nurturer who oversaw
the growth of plants.

Saturday

School
Principals’ Day
is a day to appreciate
and recognize the
nation’s hard-working
school principals.

2 3 4 6 7 8
Holocaust Teacher
National Children’s [T CN LN Appreciation Day Cinco de Mayo National Children’s
Book Week (Yom HaShoa) - commenmorates the Mental Health
(3rd-9th) (3rd - 4th) Children’s Mexican defeat of the Awareness Day
is hosted annually commemorates the Book Week French army at the links positive mental
by Every Child Warsaw Ghetto uprising (3rd - 9th) Battle of Puebla in 1862. health to a child’s
a Reader. and honors those killed Celebrate books and healthy development.
in the Holocaust. foster a love of reading
in your students.
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
On this day in 1916, National On this day in 1796, Day of Arafat
Ellen Ochoa, Albert Einstein presented | School Nurse Day Edward Jenner, the (15th - 16th)
the first Latina woman the groundbreaking “father of vaccination,” ) ‘
Mother’s Day to travel into space Theory of General conducted an experiment is @ Muslim holy day
(1993), was born on Relativity to the that led to a vaccination of r.epentance and
this day in 1958. Prussian Academy National against smallpox, once a forgiveness ma*rked
of Sciences. Limerick Day major cause of death. by fasting.
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Eid al-Adha . Toussaint Louverture,
(16th - 17th) panniversary of . Malcolm X, the leader of the Haitian World
the Muslim day of Eduoation. tha rstoric IMnternatu:;ml an African American Revolution was born on ional i Biodiversity Day
sacrifice and one of Supreme bourt ruling useum Day Muslim minister and this dgy in 1743. The National Pizza i
the most significant whose goal was to is time to explore human rights activist, revolution was the only Party Day is a day to educate
Muslim holidays is desegregate American museums near and far. was born on this slave revolt that led to the about and promote
usually marked with blic schools (1954) day in 1925. elimination of slavery biodiversity.
a large meal.* pu ’ and the founding of a
country — Haiti.
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
National
Scavenger
Hunt Day Sally Ride, a physicist,
astronaut, and the first
American woman to
30 31 fly in space, was
born on this day
National . in 1951.
Creativity Day Memorial Day

*Note: Muslim holidays follow the lunar calendar and therefore do not fall on the same dates each year.
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JUNE

International Day of Play is the 11th!
No one knows play better than The
LEGO Group.

TRY THIS!

4+ Encourage your students to
learn through play using the
STEAM-focused course packs
and challenges from Build

the Change.

Help kids explore their
communities and find
playful spaces with Our
Interconnected World

Celebrating Playful S
& Communities.

June was named
for the Roman goddess
Juno. She oversaw
marriage and the
well-being of women.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

To download this calendar and other free resources, visit firstbook.org/us/marketplace/free-resources.

1

The Tulsa Race Riot
took place on this
day in 1921. Mobs of
White people attacked
Black residents and
businesses, killing

2 3
Global Running Day
is an annual celebration ) World
of running that takes Bicycle Day

place on the first
Wednesday in June.

International
Day of Play

Children who don’t read over the
summer lose at least two months of
reading development.

TRY THIS!

4 Explore First Book’s Summer
Reading section for titles for
all ages.

4 Provide stories in popular
formats, such as Graphic
Novels & Comics.

4 Help students find their local
library.

Saturday

World
Environment Day
is a time to focus on

climate change and the
urgent signals the Earth
is sending.

account of the Holocaust,

12

Anne Frank,
author of
The Diary of a
Young Girl, the most
widely read personal

was born on this
day in 1929.

19

Juneteenth

is a holiday
commemorating the
emancipation of slaves
in Texas, marking the
official end of slavery
inthe U.S.

25

In 1876, the Lakota
Northern Cheyenne and
Arapaho tribes fought
and defeated the 7th
Cavalry Regiment of the
U.S. Army in the Battle
of Little Bighorn, as the
U.S. government sought
to gain ownership of
indigenous lands.

hundreds.
Islamic New Year )
Celebrated on the first Paul Gauguin
elebrated on the firs (b. 1848) was a
day of Muharram, the French artist and a world ocei,ms Day
first month of the Islamic key figure in the is a day to think about
calendar. Islam is the Symbolist and how oceans impact our
world’s second-largest Post-Impressionist world and what we can
religious group with over movements. do to protect them.
1.8 billion devotees.*
ﬁ:i;:(rjc;nlrir:]o% gggn ‘225 Venus Williams was
. yin 1529, born on this day in 1980.
National an Apache military leader. She became the
Children’s Da He is seen as a figure
d of bravery because of _secc_)nd Black woman
his resistance to the in history to reach the
forced removal of World No. 1 ranking in
indigenous people. women’s tennis.
Octavia Butler, Johannes Gutenberg
renowned science fiction . . .
.World Refugee Day author and the recipient International (b. 1400) s credited
;s a dday t?l honr?r_pﬁople of Hugo and Nebula Women in as tthe |nventorboftttrr11e
orced o flee their home awards and a MacArthur Engineering Day printing press, but the
country to escape conflict Fellowship, was born oldest printed text is
and persecution. on this da)y/ in 1947 from China (first
. millennium AD).

Helen Keller, an
author and advocate
who became deaf
and blind at a young
age, was born on
this day in 1880.

The Stonewall Riots,
a series of protests
that helped advance
LGBTQ+ rights,
took place on this
day in 1969.

AUDIOBOOK

APPRECIATION
MONTH

*Note: Islamic holidays follow the lunar calendar and therefore do not fall on the same dates each year.
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PRIDE
MONTH
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JULY

July is National Park and Recreation
Month. It's time to enjoy the outdoors
and explore our communities!

TRY THIS!

4+ Help students explore playful

spaces in their communities and
learn about innovative outdoor
spaces across the country with
Our Interconnected World:

Celebrating Playful Cities &
Communities.

When going outside isn’t
possible, students can

explore athletics and the great
outdoors through the many
engaging titles in our Sports &
Recreation section.

Sunday Monday

NATIONAL

To download this calendar and other free resources, visit firstbook.org/us/marketplace/free-resources.

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Anniversary of the
Civil Rights Act of

Saturday

NATIONAL MINORITY DISABILITY I f\\ 1964 that outiawed
PARK AND . § Anni ¢ discrimination based
MENTAL PRIDE After Julius Caesar’s nniversary o on race, sex, or
RECREATION death in 44 BC, the the 1863 Battle national origin. This law
HEALTH MONTH seventh month of the of Gettysburg outlawed segregation
MONTH MONTH year was named in in public spaces and
his honor. banned employment
discrimination.
Dalai Lama’s
Birthday Michelle Kwan, born
. this day in 1980, is a Math 2.0 Day National
The current Dalai Lama ) N
Independence Day , retired American figure celebrates the Kitten Day
was born on this day skater. She is the most intersection of
in 1935. He received decorated U.S figure technology and
the Nobel Peace skater in history. mathematics.
Prize in 1989.
Naadam
_ (1ith -15th) Malala Yousafzai, International
isa ?-day festl\{a! a Paklste_ml actlv_lst for the Non-Binary
marking Mongolia's education of girls, was People’s Day
independence from born on this day in 1997. .
China. The holiday She was 17 when she raises awareness of
blends traditional arts and became the youngest the issues faced by
sports with competitions recipient of the Nobel non-binary people
in archery, horse racing, Peace Prize in 2014. around the world.
and wrestling.
Nelson Mandela On this day in 1969,
International Day Neil Armstrong and .
recognizes the Buzz Aldrin landed National Aviation pioneer
anti-apartheid activist on the moon as part World Brain Day Sprinkle Day and author Amelia
of the historic g Earhart was born on
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elected president of -
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signing of the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

conservationist,
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